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Duration and phasing of Assistance; The Department of Educati on awards
Educational OpportunityCenterProgram grants on a cost-sharing basis
paying up to 75 percent of the cost of establishing and operating a center,
to approved postsecondary Institutions, and public and private agencies
and organizations. Awards are forward-funded and are made competitively.
Grants are three year continuation awards.

Obligations of Grant Recipients: Financial and performance reports are
required on an annualbasis 1n accordance with the Education Department
General Administrative Regulations.

II.    RESPONSE TO GEPA 4l7(a)

A.    Goals and Objectives

During FY 1983, the Department's principal objectives with respect to
this program were as follows:

o To Issue noncompeting continuation grant awards to 33 EOC projects
during the third quarter of fiscal year 1983.

o To establish and administer grant monitoring procedures using a variety
of cost-effective techniques (i.e., site-visits, telephone monitoring,
annual performance reports, audit reports, and individual project eval-
uation plans). These grant monitoring procedures will allow EH to
assess both individual project performance over time 1n order to con-
sider requests for grant renewals and overall program accomplishments.

o To review existing EOC regulations and policies to determine if
changes should be recommended and implemented.

B.    Progress and Accomplishments

o The EOC Program regulations were developed under the regulation reform
policies and procedures and were published in final in 1982. In
addition, the Department reviewed the EOC regulations and clarified
ED policy concerning EOC services to students enrolled in programs
of postsecondary education.

o 33 noncompeting continuation awards were issued (32 in the third
quarter and 1 1n the fourth quarter of fiscal year 1983).

o   Given   the   shortage   of   resources   available   to  monitor   these   grants,
a variety of cost-effective grant monitoring procedures were
Implemented.   These   Included   extensive   telephone   monitoring,   reviews
of annual    performance   reports   and   other   data,   and   on-site   cross-
program monitoring.

o A new annual performance report form for the EOC Program was developed
and approved for use 1n reporting project performance for the 1982-83
project year.selected field readers evaluate new proposals based on
